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Message From the ASF Board President

/ P>y 'M,'_,,;W /) In the 1980s, there was a pop

' : song "Celebration" by Kool
and the Gang. On July 28th,
there was a “Celebration”
here at the Cypress.

Acorn is delighted to have 13
Associates who received a
scholarship for the first time together with 14 who received a
scholarship in 2023 and are now continuing their education.

Recipients are individuals who work in Food & Beverage, Rose-
wood and Administration. Approximately two-thirds of the recipi-
ents attend community college or other institutions to pursue a
vocational program. Others are attending a university, seeking a
Bachelor’s or Master’s degree.

This Celebration was also an opportunity to thank all of the many
Cypress members who donated to the Acorn Fund, making these
scholarships possible. And to thank the Acorn Board and many
committee members who do the work needed and have collec-
tively turned an idea into a reality.

The recipients are on the following pages --and, in the words of
the 1980 song,
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"A celebration to last throughout the years.’
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2024 New Scholarship Recipients

There are 13 individuals who received an Acorn scholarship for the first time; their photos and infor-
mation appear below. There are 14 additional individuals who are continuing their education and are re-
ceiving a second scholarship. These individuals were profiled in a previous newsletter; therefore, they are
listed on page four with briefer information. All recipients are to be celebrated as they work to advance
their education and achieve their goals.

Lateka Bellafontie is a server and attends East Coast Polytechnic Institute (ECPI)
with a focus on medical assisting. Her long term goal is to become a Nurse Prac-
titioner.

Collin Byrd is a utility worker in Food and Beverage. He attends Wake Tech Com-
munity College and is studying simulation and game development. He wants to
own his own company doing graphic design and animation.

Jarrah Ceesay is an LPN at Rosewood and attends Davidson-Davie Community
College. She is studying nursing with a goal of becoming a registered nurse,
working in the Emergency Room of a hospital.

Michelle Chavez-Peralta is a server and attends Wake Tech Community College .
She is working on an AA degree and then will continue her education at a univer-
sity to obtain a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Her goal is to be a travel nurse.

Athiana Chevres is a server working on her Bachelor’s Degree in psychology at
NC State. Upon completion of that degree she plans to obtain a Master’s De-
gree with a goal of working in the area of criminal psychology.




Jenna Dameron is a server and attends UNC Chapel Hill. She is working on her
Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing (BSN). She seeks a career helping patients and
their families from diverse communities.

Anna Gibson is a server and attends Wake Tech Community College. She is work-
ing on an AA degree in anthropology. She then plans to transfer to UNC Chapel Hill
with a goal of obtaining a degree in cultural anthropology.

Dayla Hagins is a server working on an AAS degree in medical sonography at Wake
Tech. Her goal is to work in a hospital as a medical sonographer.

Mary Margaret Hodgson is a CNA in Home Health. She is working on her BSN at
Appalachian State University.

Liam Kincaid is a cook and is working on his Master’s Degree in food science. He is
attending NC State University. His goal is to become a research chef.

Quanisha King is an LPN at Rosewood. She is working on her Associate’s Degree
in Nursing at Catawba Valley Community College. Her long term goal is to become
a registered nurse in a hospital.




Landon Rakoske is a server and attends Wake Tech Community College. He is work-
ing on an AAS degree and then plans to transfer to Appalachian State University to
earn a Bachelor’s Degree in environmental geology followed by a Master’s Degree in

hydrogeology.

Lillie Wright is a Concierge in the Clubhouse. She will be attending UNC Wilmington
this Fall to begin work on a Bachelor’s degree in biology. Her long term goal is to
pursue a career in medicine as either a nurse or a physician.

Spring Renewing Recipients

Jancy Chevres-Sanchez

Ugonma Eze

Karla Gonzalez-Hernandez
Isiah Knight

Christopher Median Vaszuez
Shalyla Moore

Montavia Oates

Brandon Paredes-Arellano

Matt Plazas

Michael Touray
Candace Tuck
Enyioha Ukachi
Zachary Westbrook

Victoria Williams
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