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Message From the ASF Board President

“Nothing is permanent except change.”

This statement was made by the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus. Although dating
back centuries this statement is appropriate for the Acorn Scholarship Fund (ASF) today.
And here is why: the ASF Board is changing with the departure of two original members

and the arrival of four new members.

Departures: In 2020 Barbie and | moved into Cypress, and next door to Dana and Jim Robinson. | brought with me the idea
of establishing a scholarship fund at Cypress but, as | was new to Cypress, uncertain who to engage for the support needed
to make that happen. Lucky for me | moved next door to a neighbor who had, at the time, lived at Cypress for eight years .
Dana became my first recruit and has been instrumental in partnering with me to convert my idea into what is now a highly
functioning and successful fund. Since 2022, Dana has contributed to ASF through her work as marketing and communica-
tion chair. This newsletter is an example of the many communications Dana has developed in her time on the Board.

In 2022 Pam Rideout joined the ASF Board as Chair of the Scholarship Committee. With her years of experience in higher
education she has made significant contributions to ASF. Specifically, Pam helped create the scholarship eligibility require-
ments and the application form and process. She has led her committee, as they interview all new applicants and make
recommendations to the Board for who should receive a scholarship.

Both Dana and Pam will be leaving our Board at the end of 2025. They do so with my personal gratitude for all of their con-
tributions. They will be missed.

New Board Members: On the following pages of this newsletter you will be introduced to our new Board members: Rich-
ard Gambill, Jim Hart, Sue Horn and Ruth Van Sickle. Each of these individuals brings a wealth of experience and knowledge
that will benefit ASF in the years to come. These individuals are joining with those Board members who are continuing to
serve. | have no doubt that ASF who continue and grow in fulfilling our mission to provide educational support to Cypress
employees who seek to advance their education. Feel free to reach out to any ASF Board member if you have questions or

suggestions.




MEET NEW ASF BOARD MEMBERS

RICHARD GAMBILL, Chair, ASF Fund Raising Committee
Villa A Resident

Richard graduated from NC State University in 1968 and began his career as a Textiles and Chemical Engi-
neer. He worked in two different organizations for a total of eleven years. He left corporate America to
own and operate a cabinetry business with his wife Polly. Initially the cabinets were manufactured in
their plants utilizing sophisticated machinery. When the physical business was destroyed by Hurricane
Fran, Richard and Polly re-invented the business by importing cabinets from Canada, Brazil, Mexico and
China. During the time they owned this business Richard and Polly traveled to China 13 times. While in the
cabinetry business, Richard decided to support individuals who were released from prison and were at-
tempting to begin a life on the ‘outside’. He provided housing in a trailer he owned and employment in his
business to a total of eight individuals over a period of five years, four of whom were successful in build-
ing a new life.

Richard and Polly are parents to two sons, four grandsons and one granddaughter most of whom live in
North Carolina. Travel is a hobby; they have visited 40 countries and the majority of States. New Zealand
is a favorite country in which they have spent time. They plan trips to New York City twice a year, seeing
several plays while there . A fun fact is that years ago Richard and Polly set a goal to see every waterfall in
North Carolina. For thirteen consecutive weekends they would camp in areas where one or more falls
could be viewed. They decided to end their quest after thirteen weekends.

Richard and Polly moved to Cypress in 2024, drawn to the equity model, quality food and friendly mem-
bers. Richard joins the ASF Board as a way of becoming engaged more completely in the Cypress commu-
nity. He looks forward to contributing to, and supporting, a fund with a goal to provide financial support
to those employees who seek to advance their education.

JIM HART, ASF Administrative Manager/Secretary
Cottage Resident

At the age of twelve, when Jim wore braces, he wanted to be an Orthodontist. And, after years of study at UNC Chap-
el Hill, he earned the Doctor of Dental Surgery degree and a Master’s Degree in Orthodontics. Over the years he has
worked as an Assistant Professor of Orthodontics at UNC as well as operated his own private practice in Raleigh. He
was the Orthodontist to many members’ children when they required braces. Jim indicates that he found a great deal
of satisfaction in observing the growth in self-confidence of his patients as their smile and appearance were enhanced.

Jim and his wife Anne (whom he met in the first grade and began dating in the tenth) moved to Cypress in 2022. They
were drawn to Cypress because of the equity model under which the organization operates as well as the beautiful
landscaping. Another added bonus: Cypress is close to their two daughters and two grandchildren who live in the
area. Joyful are the times Jim spends with Anne, who is an accomplished artist. He is a continuous learner and enjoys
reading books about medical and health care as well as following the financial markets.

For 15 years Jim was Chairman of the regional selection committee of the distinguished Morehead Scholarship, a schol-
arship he received in his undergraduate years at UNC. He looks forward to contributing to the growth of the Acorn
Scholarship Fund, sharing with other Board members the experience he acquired from his work with the Morehead
Scholarship process.




SUE HORN, ASF Advisor
Cottage Resident

Sue was born and raised in New York City and attended the City University System in NYC (Queens campus) to obtain her
undergraduate degree in mathematics. After obtaining a Master's degree in mathematics from the State University of New
York in Albany she went to work for IBM, where she worked for her entire career. The company lived up to its reputation of
“I’'ve Been Moved”...Sue relocated on eight occasions for work and has lived in many states including Maryland, New York,
Minnesota and Texas. And there were two moves to North Carolina. Her final position at IBM was VP in software develop-
ment. She was responsible for several worldwide development teams and for the Raleigh development site which was (at
the time) the largest IBM lab worldwide. Sue worked closely with the NC State College of Engineering as the IBM Partner-
ship executive and was a member of their Foundation Board.

During the course of her career Sue’s parents relocated from New York to Raleigh. Sue and her parents were blessed to have
a close and loving relationship. As the health of her parents declined Sue made their needs a priority, spending time with
them each day. Following the death of her parents she worked with NC State and the Department of Mechanical and Aero-
space Engineering to develop a permanent display of her father’s vast collection of aviation history memorabilia and books,
a lifelong passion of her father’s.

Sue moved to Cypress in 2024 and was drawn to this community because of the friendly people who both live and work here,
the social community and activities as well as the equity model under which Cypress operates. In her retirement she contin-
ues to maintain relationships with several NC State Engineering boards. She also is looking forward to serving as an Advisor
to the Acorn Scholarship Fund and Board. She seeks to make meaningful contributions to this Fund and its important mis-
sion. There is no doubt she will be putting those executive skills she honed over many decades to good use!

RUTH VAN SICKLE , ASF Vice President
Villa C Resident

An interesting ‘fun fact’ about Ruth...she has moved into Cypress twice! She and her husband, Judd, moved to Cypress
from Olympia, Washington in 2008. They selected Raleigh to be close to Ruth’s daughter and two grandchildren who
lived in this area. When moving to Cypress, Ruth was so young she did not qualify to live here...but Judd met the age
requirement. He also was dealing with Progressive Multiple Sclerosis (MS). The last few years of Judd’s life he was basi-
cally a quadriplegic and lived in Rosewood. In 2019 Ruth and Judd agreed they would leave Cypress and move into a
home in Wilmington, again where family lives, providing the opportunity for Judd and Ruth to live togetherin a home
environment and near the ocean which Judd loved. It also meant that Judd’s two children and five grandchildren could
come and stay with them.

During these years Ruth continued to work for companies that support the U.S. Department of Defense. She traveled a
great deal in her work, visiting Korea and Germany on numerous occasions. She also made trips to former Soviet Bloc
countries and Albania, as her company was supporting these countries in their quest to join NATO. After Judd passed
away in 2020 Ruth began part time employment and also returned to Cypress on several occasions to visit her many
friends who live here. She then decided to return to this community — and did so in 2022. Ruth loves to travel and has
visited 25 countries. Her plans are to visit the Greek Isles in the Fall. She is excited to be on the ASF Board. She looks
forward to sharing ideas regarding how to grow and maintain this Fund. She values the staff at Cypress and is pleased to
participate in an initiative that is providing an important, and life-changing, staff benefit.
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