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Acorn Scholarship Fund NewsleƩer 

Message From the ASF Board President 
In 2023, the first year in which the Acorn Fund awarded scholarships, 
there were 17 recipients.  I am proud to announce that in this, only our 
third year of operation, we have more than doubled the number of recipi-
ents to 37! There are  22 Associates who are receiving an award as well as   
15 individuals who are dependents of Associates.  It is only through the 
generosity of Cypress members that the Acorn Board has been able to 
add dependents  in year three. 

Who qualifies as a dependent?  The individual must be acknowledged as 
such on the income tax return of the guardian or parent.  And the guardian or parent must be an Associate at 
Cypress meeting the same work requirements as any other scholarship recipient.  Some of these dependents 
have just graduated from high school and are moving into their higher educational experience.  Some de-
pendents are already in the process of obtaining a degree but are now eligible for a scholarship to assist with 
the remainder of their school experience.   

And there is more exciting news to share:  

      • In addition to providing scholarships to dependents of Associates, we provide grants to any eligible 
 recipient.   A grant is provided for the purposes of  assisting in payment for equipment, books, lab fees 
 required by the individual’s program.   The grant is limited to items recognized by the IRS as  qualified 
 educational expenses.   

· We are now able to increase the amount of a scholarship to $8000 per year plus a grant for up to 
$4000 to those attending a four year college or university.  And we are providing $2400 per year plus 
a grant of up to $1,200 for those attending a community college. 

· Thank you to all who have chosen to donate and also to those who  volunteer their time and talent to 
make the Acorn Scholarship Fund not only possible – but growing.  As one recipient said, “I cannot 
thank Cypress members enough. You will never know how much this support means to me and my 
family.” 

There is much to celebrate!  All donors will be invited to join us in that celebration to be held in the Ballroom 
on Sunday, October 26th.  
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Each of the following individuals work at Cypress.  Some Associates are receiving an Acorn scholarship for the 
first Ɵme; others are conƟnuing with their studies.  

 

2025 Associate Recipients 

 

 

 

 

Jarrah Ceesey 

 

Jarrah is an LPN at Rosewood and is conƟnuing her studies to achieve an Associate De-
gree in Nursing.  She will be aƩending Edgecombe Community College this fall and will 
return to Davidson-Davie Community College in the Spring.   

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Chavez-
Peralta 

 

Michelle  is a server and aƩends Wake Tech Community College .  She is working on an 
AA degree and then will conƟnue her educaƟon at a university  to obtain a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing.  Her goal is to be a travel nurse. 

 

 

 

 

Jenna Dameron 

 

Jenna is a server in Food and Beverage.  She is conƟnuing her studies at UNC Chapel Hill 
with plans to complete her BSN.  Her goal is to have a challenging career helping  

paƟents and their families from diverse communiƟes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adji Diop 

 

 

Adji is a diet aide working in the Food and Beverage department at Rosewood.  She is 
receiving her first Acorn scholarship and seeks an ADN at Wake Tech Community  

College. Her long-range goal is  to become a Registered Nurse (RN). 

 

 

 

 

 

Fatou Cham 

 

Fatou is an LPN at Rosewood and will be aƩending Edgecombe Community College.   

She is currently working on her Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) with plans to eventu-
ally obtain a Bachelor of Science  in Nursing (BSN), specializing in geriatrics.  This is her 
first Acorn scholarship. 
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Karlie is aƩending Wake Tech Community College working on an Associate  

Degree in Business Management.  Her long-range goal is to work either in real es-
tate or project management.  Karlie currently is a Server in Food and Beverage. 
This is her first Acorn scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

Karlie Everleigh 

 

Ryan is a Dining Room Manager in Food & Beverage and is receiving her first Acorn 
scholarship.  She is working on her ADN degree at Wake Tech Community College.  
Her goal is to aƩend UNC Chapel Hill and obtain a Bachelor of Science  degree 

in Nursing  (BSN). 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Frisby 

 

Anna is a server in Food and Beverage.  She aƩends Wake Tech and is conƟnuing 
her studies in Anthropology.  She plans to eventually transfer to UNC Chapel Hill to 
obtain a degree in Cultural Anthropology.  

 

 

 

 

Anna Gibson 

 

Gibril aƩends Wake Tech Community College with plans to obtain a Real Estate 
license.  He then plans to work in real estate while conƟnuing his educaƟon.  Cur-
rently he is a server in Food and Beverage. This is his first Acorn scholarship.  

 

 

 

 

Gibril Jabang 

 

 

Kebba works as a server in Food and Beverage.  He is conƟnuing his studies at 
Wake Tech with plans to study mechanical engineering.  His current program  

includes courses in accounƟng, intro to business and American history.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kebba Jawara 

 

Mariama currently works as a CNA in Rosewood.   She aƩends Vance-Granville 
Community College, seeking an ADN degree.  Her longer-term goal is to become an 
RN.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mariama Jallow 
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Lesly Leon-Garcia 

 

Lesly is receiving her first Acorn scholarship and aƩends William Peace University.  She 
is working on her Bachelor  Degree in Business AdministraƟon.  Her long-range goal is 
to earn an MBA and manage her own business.  She is currently a Concierge/
Companion in General Administration.  

 

 

 

 

 

Gelmayony Nicole 

Marcelo Mendez 

 

Nicole is a Server in Food and Beverage.  She aƩends Wake Tech Community College, 
working on the prerequisites required for an ADN.  AŌer cerƟfying as an RN she plans 
to pursue a BSN.  This is her first Acorn scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

Brithany Mejia 

Brithany is a Hostess in Food and Beverage.  She aƩends Wake Tech Community  

College working on the prerequisites for admission to a program in dental hygiene.  
Her goal is to obtain an AAS degree and cerƟficaƟon so she can work as a dental hy-
gienist. This is her first Acorn scholarship.  

 

 

 

 

MaƩhew Plazas 

 

MaƩhew  is a server in Food and Beverage and is conƟnuing his studies of business at 
NC State. His goal is to obtain a degree in business.  

 

 

 

 

 
Landon Radoske  

Landon is aƩending Appalachian State University, working on a BS degree in Environ-
mental Geology.  His long-range goal is to be an environmental geologist.  Landon 
works as a Server in Food and Beverage.   

 

 

 

Quanisha King  

 

Quanisha is an RN at Rosewood.  She recently completed her studies at Catawba  
Valley Community College and received her Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN).   
She successfully passed her Licensing Boards and is now an RN at Rosewood. She is  
beginning her studies at UNC Wilmington to achieve her BSN degree.   

2025 Associate Recipients 
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Nick is a Server in Food and Beverage and is receiving his first Acorn scholarship.  He 
aƩends FayeƩeville State University working towards a BS degree in Business and  

Economics.  His long-range goal is to be a leader in business.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nicholas Savage 

 

Michael is a server and food runner at Cypress.  He has completed a CerƟfied Nurse Assis-
tant cerƟficaƟon and is now enrolled at Wake Tech to obtain an AAS degree  

in Radiography.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Touray 

 

 

Candace is currently the Director of Clinical OperaƟons at Rosewood.  She is conƟnuing 
her studies at FayeƩeville State University.  She seeks a Master’s Degree in Nursing  

with a concentraƟon on paƟent safety and quality.   

 

 

 

 

 

Candace Tuck 

 

Enyioha is an LPN at Rosewood.  He has previously obtained a Bachelor Degree in  

Sociology in Nigeria.  He is conƟnuing his studies at Wake Tech with plans to obtain a 
nursing degree.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Enyioha Ukachi 

 

Zach is a server in Food and Beverage.  He is conƟnuing his studies at ECPI, working on a 
Bachelor Degree in Cyber Security.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zachary Westbrook 
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Elido Bravo 
Server/Food & Beverage 

 

Jonothan	Felix	is working on a Bachelor’s Degree in Fashion and Textile Manage-
ment at NC State.  His goal is to work in product and fashion development.  

 

 

 

 

Audra Childs 
CAN/Home Health 

 

LeRon Divers-Childs aƩends Guilford College and is working on his Bachelor’s degree 
in educaƟon.  He wants to teach English or Social Studies and be a football coach in a 
high school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ugonma Eze 
Nurse/Rosewood 

 

Sapphire Eze is a pre-pharmacy major at Campbell University.  She seeks a Bachelor’s 
Degree and aspires to help create a cure for cancer.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dawn Simpson-Foster 
Ass’t Dir. Fine Dining 

Food & Beverage 

  

Camille Foster is a pre-med major at Campbell University.  She is working on a  

Bachelor’s degree with the goal of becoming a dermatologist.     

  

2025 Dependent Recipients 
For the first Ɵme, ASF is proud to provide scholarships to individuals who are legal dependents of qual-
ified Cypress Associates.  For many of the individuals noted below, they have recently  graduated from 
high school and are  beginning their addiƟonal educaƟon.  For other individuals, they have progressed 
in their educaƟon but are only now eligible for a scholarship as a dependent.  The photos idenƟfy the 
Cypress Associate; the informaƟon describes the educaƟonal insƟtuƟon and goals for the dependent 
who is receiving the scholarship. 
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Fernando Hernandez is aƩending Universidad Autonoma de San Luis Potosi in  

Mexico.  He is studying public accounƟng and finance with  a goal of  working in the  

area of finance. 

 

 

 

 

Jose Hernandez 
Maintenance Tech/
FaciliƟes 

 

Ebrima Jawara currently aƩends Wake Tech Community College seeking an AAS  

degree in Engineering.  He then plans to transfer to NC State to major in IT with a  

minor in poliƟcal science. 

 

 

 

 

FaƩoumaƩa Jammeh 
Aide/Home Health 

 

 Isaiah Kilpatrick aƩends Winston-Salem State University and is working on his  

Bachelor’s degree in Psychology.  His goal is to focus on child development and work 
as a child therapist. 

 

 

 

 

Jay Kilpatrick, Director 
Community Life Services 

 

Gilberta Koroma is working on her Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry.  She aƩends UNC 
CharloƩe.  Her goal is to become a forensic pathologist. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adah Koroma 
CNA/Rosewood 

 

Stacy Nzinga aƩends UNC CharloƩe with a focus on pre-nursing.  Her goal is to obtain 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree (BSN) and become a pediatric nurse.  Eventu-
ally she would like to aƩend medical school and become a pediatrician. 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie France Nzinga 
CNA/Rosewood 

 

Sarah Jone aƩends Chamberlain University and seeks a BSN degree.  She wants to 
make a significant impact in her community through nursing. 

 

 

 

 

Isha Sawyer 
Aide/Home Health 
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2025 Dependent Recipients 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Sanchez 
Housekeeper/EVS 

 

Joshua Segundo Sanchez is working on his AAS degree in Mechanical Engineering at 
Wake Tech Community College. He then plans to transfer to NC State and eventually 
work in the automoƟve industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dawn Schulte 
Laundry Aide/EVS 
 

 

 Ashley Schulte is a pre-med major in Public Health at East Carolina University.  Once 
she earns her Bachelor’s Degree she then plans to aƩend medical school and work in 
public health. 

 

 

 

 

 

Candace Tuck, Director 
Clinical Ops/Rosewood 

 

Zorian Wilson aƩends Wake Tech Community College.  He seeks an AAS degree in  

Mechanical Engineering with a longer-range goal to transfer to ECU. Eventually he 
would like to own a business related to cars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedro Vera 
Cook/Food & Beverage 

 

Nathan Vara is working on his Bachelor’s Degree in Human Development and Family 
Science and aƩends UNC Chapel Hill. 

His goal is to shape educaƟonal systems  making  them more accessible and  

supporƟve.  

 

 

 

 

Katharine Ward, Director 
Health NavigaƟon Ser-
vices/Resident Services 

 

 

Marian Ward aƩends NC State and majors in Economics.  Once she obtains her  

Bachelor’s Degree she plans to work in the finance industry. 

 

  


