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Message From the ASF Board President
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“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is
progress; working together is success.”

In 2023 the Acorn Scholarship Fund was launched; in 2024
we made progress in terms of funding and the number of
scholarships awarded. And | am proud to announce that

in 2025 we can celebrate the significant success we have
realized together. Here are some headlines:

« Beginningin 2025 we will offer scholarships to eligible PRNs (associates who work on
call) and to children of eligible Associates. This is in addition to the scholarships avail-
able to eligible full and part-time Associates. We anticipate as many as 40 scholar-
ships will be awarded in this calendar year.

« The Board has also agreed to provide grants to individual recipients who are incurring
educational expenses such as books, lab fees, computers and other tools related to
their course of study. These grants are limited to 50% of the scholarship amount.

On the following pages we profile six of our recipients. You will learn of their educational
goals, career aspirations and how the scholarships they receive are benefitting them.
You will also note how appreciative each of them are for this funding.

Yes, in working together we are realizing success as we accomplish our mission of sup-
porting those eligible Associates, and now their children, who seek to advance their edu-
cation. Thank you to all who donate...it is you who are making this success possible.




Profiles of Some Acorn Recipients

The Acorn Scholarship Fund (ASF) has awarded 36 scholarships in the first two years of operation. On

pages two and three of this Newsletter six of our recipients share with you their stories. As you read these
profiles it is obvious that collectively Cypress donors are making a difference in the lives of our recipients.

JENNA DAMERON

ANNA GIBSON

MICHAEL TOURAY

I have been a server at Cypress for almost three years. This was supposed to be a summer
job, but | enjoyed the atmosphere, members and employees so much | decided it was
worth the commute from Chapel Hill. | feel | am making lifelong connections and love the
sense of community. | am a student at UNC Chapel Hill in the nursing program and will
graduate in one year. My mother is a nurse, and | have always admired her compassion
and intelligence. | am uncertain what unit | want to work in when | graduate, but have
interest in intensive care and labor and delivery. | definitely want to return to school in
the next 5 years to advance my nursing education. | want to thank Cypress members for
the wonderful opportunity the Acorn Scholarship has provided. The cost of higher educa-
tion is a huge barrier to receiving a degree. The Acorn Scholarship is helping me to pursue
my degree as a nurse. | cannot thank the donors enough...it is one of the reasons | love
coming to work!

I have been working at The Cypress of Raleigh for 2 % years and am currently in the Food
and Beverage Department. | am an artist at heart and in high school | was given the “AP
Artist of the Year” award for which | am still very proud. | currently attend Wake Technical
College and will graduate in the Fall of 2025. | will then transfer to NC State University
where | plan to major in Anthropology. Once | receive my Bachelor’s Degree | plan to con-
tinue my education by working on a Master’s Degree. | have always had a love for human
culture and found out about Cultural Anthropology from a friend of my father. | believe
that understanding culture is more important than ever because of the rising tension be-
tween groups that exhibit ethnocentric traits. | also want to study and understand the
effects of globalization and what it means for my generation’s socio-political climate. | did
not know about the Acorn Scholarship when | came to work at the Cypress —and it has
been a wonderful surprise. Thank you to Acorn Scholarship contributors for helping Cy-
press employees achieve their educational goals.

I have been working at The Cypress of Raleigh for a little more than three years. | have
been a server for most of that time but have also worked as a CNA at Rosewood. | was
born in Raleigh and enjoy many hobbies including photography, playing sports and work-
ing out. Recently I've become a big fan of tennis. 1 also like listening to music, reading,
trying new foods and watching movies. | attend Wake Tech Community College, studying
Radiologic Technology. | plan to continue at Wake Tech after | graduate to get my degree
in Computed Tomography. Once | complete my studies | plan to work at a hospital for ex-
perience. | may also do travel work or further my education to obtain a Bachelor’s degree.
I am so grateful for the opportunity to receive the Acorn Scholarship and am even more
grateful to the members who donate to make this scholarship possible. It is such a bless-
ing, and | want to say thank you!




LIAM KINCAID

MONTAVIA OATES

ENYIOHA UKACHI

I am a Line cook at The Cypress of Raleigh and have been working here for 1 % years.
Growing up | developed an immense passion for everything cooking and nutrition. |
taught myself how to cook nutritious meals in order to optimize my athletic perfor-
mance. This eventually transitioned into a deeper interest in the culinary arts and the
scientific foundations that surround that industry. | am in my final semester at NC State
University, working on a Master’s Degree in food science. | work part time as a Teaching
Assistant for an introduction to food science course. | am also studying industrial-scale
thermal processing of food and the kinetic differences among particular processing
methods. In order to obtain my Master’s Degree | need to participate in a summer long
internship to gain industry experience. Upon graduating | want to further my education
and work experience by obtaining my Certified Research Chef (CRC) and Certified Culi-
nary Scientist (CCS) accreditations from the Research Chef Association while working as
a product developer. | want to thank all members who donate to the Acorn Scholarship
Fund. Your donations have helped students like me with opportunities to pursue careers
about which we are passionate.

For the past two years | have been employed as a Nursing Assistant in the rehabilitation
unit at The Cypress of Raleigh. | have had the privilege of providing nursing care to pa-
tients during their recuperation. This experience has reaffirmed my aspiration to have an
enduring impact in the healthcare field. |1 am presently pursuing a degree in Healthcare
Management Administration at the American Intercontinental University with the goal of
eventually administering a nursing facility. | am committed to creating an environment in
which healthcare professionals feel supported and appreciated, and where patients re-
ceive the highest quality of care. The Acorn Scholarship is not only a form of support; it is
a source of motivation that reinforces my commitment to my academic and professional
goals. It can be challenging to maintain a balance between work and education. However,
the knowledge that there are generous donors who have faith in students like me is inval-
uable. | am grateful for this support which permits me to remain focused on my academic
goals as | continue pursuing my career aspirations. Contributions from donors to the
Acorn Fund have a genuine impact.

Eight years ago | moved from Nigeria to Raleigh to attend the nursing program at Durham
Tech and Wale Tech. My wife and | now have a young family: a daughter two years of age
and a son who is five months old. | currently work as an LPN in the Rosewood Health Cen-
ter and have been employed by The Cypress of Raleigh for 2 % years. |am a nursing stu-
dent at Wilson Community College and will complete the Registered Nursing program in
May of 2026. After graduation, | will continue working at The Cypress while also pursuing
my goals of becoming a Nurse Anesthetist, which requires a Master’s Degree. So | know |
have a long journey in front of me. My current progress would not be possible without
the help of the Acorn Scholarship Fund. | greatly appreciate the donations that help fund
my education. These funds not only helped pay for school but have also encouraged me to
continue. Thank you very much and God bless you all.



ACS RN

Scholarship Fund

How to Donate to the Acorn Scholarship Fund

Donate by Check

To donate by check, please place it in member mailbox D511 or mail to:

Bill Shaffer

Acorn Scholarship Fund

9650 Strickland Rd, Suite 103-313
Raleigh, NC 27615

Make the check payable to: Acorn Scholarship Fund Inc.

Donate by Credit Card

To donate by credit card, open your browser and navigate to:

https://acorn-scholarship.org/donate-by-credit-card

Click on the Donate button and complete the form.

Acknowledgement Letter

When the Fund receives your payment, you will receive an acknowledgement letter.

Questions?
If you have any questions, please contact Larry Potter at 760-574-5101.



