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Message From the ASF Board President

S ‘,'/‘ o/ In late 1965 | had just begun my second year of the Electrical Engineering pro-

‘ ; gram at the University of Colorado in Boulder. | was 26 years old and a six-year
veteran of the Navy. | was married with an 18-month-old daughter. | had built a
college fund in the Navy, but it was quickly depleting. Then |received a note in
class asking me to go to one of the Dean's offices. As | walked into his office the
Dean stood up, extended his hand, and said, "Congratulations, Larry, you have
been awarded the Hewlett-Packard Engineering Scholarship.” This award made a
significant financial difference in my life.

| went on to continue my education. Upon graduation | joined HP, and 35 years later, retired. | reflect upon my experi-
ence and feel gratitude knowing that the scholarship | received all those years ago was instrumental in contributing to

the career | was fortunate to have.

In the years since, | have been involved in establishing scholarship funds at three communities in which | have lived,

including the Acorn Fund. | do this because:
* | believe in supporting those who seek to advance themselves.

* It is a way to say ‘thank you  to those employees who do so much to make our lives comfortable.

* | have personally experienced the benefit that comes from receiving a scholarship that helped to pay the
financial costs that are commensurate with obtaining education beyond high school.

In the pages that follow you will read why other Cypress members choose to donate to this Fund and the appreciation
felt from those who receive an Acorn scholarship. This year the Acorn Fund anticipates awarding 30 scholarships. To
those who have already donated, | say ‘thanks’. And if you have not yet done so, | hope you will consider contributing
to the Acorn Fund. When you do, please know your donation is making a difference in the lives of the recipients just as

that scholarship did for me all those years ago.
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Why Donors Give....

Nick and Lyn Burckel — Villa E

The Burckels have donated to educational institutions for many years and worked as educators for much of
their lives. Nick and Lyn have personally experienced the financial challenge when seeking a higher edu-
cation. Nick received a scholarship and NDEA loan so he could attend Georgetown University and eventu-
ally obtained a PhD with limited debt. Lyn worked her way through college. What makes donating to ASF
appealing, is that it is so personal...Lyn and Nick know and talk with the individuals who are recipients of
ASF scholarships. They learn of the recipients’ career hopes. It is fulfilling to know that, through their
donations, Nick and Lyn are helping our employees advance themselves.

Jean Goldberg - Villa C

“I wanted to be a first-grade teacher since | was six years old.” Jean Goldberg, who has lived at Cypress
since its opening in 2008, knew her career goal from a very young age. When she graduated from high
school, she enrolled at the University of Delaware but had insufficient funds to live on campus. She
worked to help pay for school while also enduring challenges of commuting to classes. In her junior year
she received a scholarship which made all the difference...she could now live on campus and participate in
the many musical and theatrical activities that interested her. Jean indicates she donates to ASF because
of the benefit she personally experienced when receiving a scholarship. And... Jean did achieve her goal of
becoming a first-grade teacher!

Ken and Janet Slagle - VillaD

“I give partially because | wish something like this had been available when | went to school.” This state-
ment is from Ken Slagle who began working on a farm when he was 13 years old and paid his own way
through Penn State University. Janet could not afford to go to college so trained to be an Xray Technician
and made a career managing other technicians. If college had been an option, she would have studied art.
So, it is personal for Ken and Janet...they have experienced the struggles of seeking a higher education with
limited funds. Donating to ASF is a way of thanking the staff who do so much for all of us. Both Ken and
Janet attended the Celebration last July which provided an impactful reward as they viewed the joy and
appreciation on the faces of recipients and their families.

Ruth Van Sickle — Villa C

Ruth lived at Cypress for 11 years and left when her husband, Judd, sought to live by the ocean as his life
was ebbing. Following Judd’s death Ruth returned to Cypress and has lived here since December of 2022.
Ruth donates to ASF through a remembrance to Judd which appears on the ASF website. Donating is a
way of saying ‘thank you’ to a staff who do so much to make our lives fulfilling. As she indicates “Other
communities can compare to Cypress in many ways — what makes a significant difference is the effort made
by staff to get to know members and vice versa.” Ruth also supports the principle of providing support to
employees who choose to attend a vocational school or community college. Any and all additional educa-
tion is a plus!

Fran and Sophie Wachter - Villa A

Fran and Sophie each spent several years in both undergrad and graduate studies; Fran became a doctor
and Sophie a nurse. They donate to ASF because they believe in supporting those who seek to advance
their education. They also understand the financial challenges that are often integral to that effort. The
Wachters are rewarded when talking with recipients who affirm a commitment to doing their best. Sophie
and Fran applaud the ASF guidelines that provide support to associates even if they are pursuing studies
which may lead to a career outside of Cypress. As the Wachters indicate “Our staff continually gives and
does for us, so it is wonderful to know we are doing something in return.”



...And How It Helps Our Recipients

Damian Bronson - Server

My Mom is from Mexico and my Dad is from New York City. | started attending
Durham Tech while in high school earning a certification in Heating and Cooling. |
\

La’ Nija Askew - Server

It can be stressful going from my last class to work then home for homework late
into the night. The ACORN scholarship helps pay my tuition and allows me more
free time. | plan to pursue my dream of becoming a doctor for professional ath-
letes.

will graduate in May. | want to make a life for my Mom and myself where we
don’t have to worry about money. The ACORN scholarship has helped make this a
reality for me.
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Ugonma Eze— Nurse

|l immigrated to the US in 2006 and became a citizen in 2010. My husband is a
nurse and helped me to get my CNA certification. | have since been certified as an
LPN and an RN, and now | am working on my bachelor’s degree in nursing. | feel

satisfaction when providing care for patients. | plan to become a practitioner and
maybe work with a group serving beyond our borders. The ACORN scholarship has
made this possible for me.

Kyree Matthews - Server

The ACORN scholarship will make it easier for me to focus on learning without
worrying about how I’'m going to pay for my education. Presently | work 30 hours
a week and attend school full-time. | thank you all for this opportunity and I will
continue the pattern to give.

Lucia Ohle - Server

My current plan is to finish my degree so | can pursue a career in law. | have be-
come highly aware of the underlying consequences of student loans and plan to do
everything | can to graduate with the least amount of debt possible. The ACORN
scholarship is helping make that happen.

Matthew Plazas - Server

My educational goal is earn a degree in business management with a concentra-
tion in information systems. | am presently a junior at NCSU. This past year has
been a challenging one for my family due to a series of financial setbacks and the
costs for my brother and me to continue our education. Receiving this ACORN
scholarship means | can continue my education with greater ease and confidence.
I will be able to devote more time and energy to my studies and to engage in aca-
demic and extracurricular activities. | am committed to utilizing my education and
resources to better my life and to positively impact those around me.
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Scholarship Fund

The ACORN SCHOLARSHIP FUND (ASF) provides financial support to
qualified Associates (employees) of The Cypress of Raleigh as they
work to achieve their educational and career goals.

ASF is a nonprofit corporation founded by members of the Cypress of Raleigh
Club, Inc. (Club). Any donations made to the Fund are tax-deductible.

How to Donate to the Acorn Scholarship Fund

Donate by Check

To donate by check, please place it in member mailbox D511 or mail to:

Bill Shaffer

Acorn Scholarship Fund

9650 Strickland Rd, Suite 103-313
Raleigh, NC 27615

Make the check payable to: Acorn Scholarship Fund Inc.

Donate by Credit Card

To donate by credit card, open your browser and navigate to:

https://acorn-scholarship.org/donate-by-credit-card

Click on the Donate button and complete the form.

Acknowledgement Letter

When the Fund receives your payment, you will receive an acknowledgement letter.


https://acorn-scholarship.org/donate-by-credit-card

